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Breathing New Life Into Lent, 
Volume Three: A Collection of 
Creative Worship Resources, by John 
R. Pritchard Jr., Anne McKinstry, and 
Janet E. Powers. Valley Forge, PA: 
Judson Press, 2000. 102 pp. $14.00. 
ISBN 0-8170-1373-3. 
Reviewed by Kevin D. Barron, Branch 
Director, Mississippi County Library 
System, Osceola, Arkansas. 
Fresh, imaginative worship re-
sources are always welcome, and this 
volume for Lent certainly meets those 
criteria. In this book, the authors 
provide, concisely and clearly, materi-
als to take one from Ash Wednesday 
through Easter Sunday in Year C of the 
Revised Common Lectionary. Their 
aim is to provide the user and, through 
the user, laity in a church setting, with a 
renewed encounter with the resurrected 
Christ. Some familiarity with the 
lectionary is assumed, but the book is 
not so liturgical that those who do not 
follow the lectionary cannot use it. 
The book is composed of three 
sections. The first section, authored by 
Pritchard, contains traditional sermonic 
resources, such as calls to worship, 
prayers, blessings, a children's sermon, 
and sermon suggestions. The second 
section, contributed by McKinstry, 
consists of prayer dialogues (responsive 
readings) and antiphonal hymns, with 
original words set to the tunes of 
familiar hymns. The last section, 
created by Powers, offers original songs 
for the Lenten season. 
It can be seen that what the authors 
propose to give the reader are several 
aids to ensure a well-rounded Lenten 
worship service in the liturgical 
tradition. Overall, I would say they are 
successful. Pritchard, pastor of Old 
Union United Methodist Church in 
Rose Valley, Pennsylvania, is particu-
larly strong outside of the sermon 
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suggestions, providing vibrant and 
thoughtful prayers and calls to worship. 
His sermonic efforts, however, seem to 
be a bit disorganized. They would 
provide more inspiration than example 
to a pastor organizing a service. 
McKinstry, a hymn writer and poet who 
resides in Lee, Massachusetts, provides 
well-expressed prayer dialogues and 
antiphonal hymns that work well with 
the selected tunes and are easily sung. 
Powers, pastor of North Amherst 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
in Amherst, Massachusetts, has written 
original songs and tunes that fit well 
with the Lenten themes and are not too 
difficult to learn. 
For those who minister in the 
liturgical traditions, this will provide a 
helpful supplement to other, more 
substantial worship resources. 
The Smell of Sawdust, by Richard J. 
Mouw. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2000. 159pp. ISBN 0-310-23196-5 
Reviewed by Frederick Sweet, 
Theological Librarian, Cornerstone 
University, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Richard Mouw borrows the phrase 
"smell of sawdust" from Annie Dillard 
describing her childhood memories of 
church camp: "The faith-filled theology 
there was only half a step out of a tent; 
you could still smell the sawdust" (7). 
Gospel tent meetings stir memories, for 
many of us, of those peculiar sights, 
songs, and smells of our revivalist 
heritage. The author reminds 
evangelicals of what they can learn 
from their fundamentalist forerunners 
and of what they are in danger of 
forgetting. 
Mouw, president of Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary and previously professor 
of philosophy at Fuller and Calvin 
Seminaries, grew up along the sawdust 
trail, is concerned that today's 
evangelicals become either discon-
nected from these roots or overly 
critical of their tent meeting heritage. 
Sprinkled with anecdotes from his 
memory, the book is largely autobio-
graphical. Mouw recalls the songs of 
the trail and the rich metaphors of 
homecoming and tells of his youthful 
years in church camps, tent meetings, 
and Bible prophecy camps, where he 
was nurtured on the Scofield Bible, 
Moody Press literature, and anti-
ecumenical rhetoric. 
Mouw ably defends the "evangeli-
cal" label and identifies with the 
evangelical critique of three fundamen-
talist tendencies: "Anti-intellectualism," 
"otherworldliness," and the 
"separatistic spirit." At the same time, 
however, he warns against the tendency 
to overcorrect. For example, while 
acknowledging the advances made 
toward a more mindful Christianity 
(especially since the publication of Carl 
Henry's Uneasy Conscience of Modern 
Fundamentalism), Mouw cites both 
Noll (Scandal of the Evangelical Mind) 
and McGrath (Evangelicalism and the 
Future of Christianity) who warn 
against not going far enough (Noll) or 
going too far (McGrath) in addressing 
the issue of intellectualism. 
The book does an admirable job of 
surveying the attitudinal shifts and the 
literature accompanying them, from 
fundamentalism to evangelicalism. 
Especially good is the brief chapter, 
"Toward a New Worldliness," that 
defends the new worldliness of Chris-
tian political activism on the one hand, 
while nurturing the "otherworldliness" 
of our fundamental forbearers on the 
other hand (Cf. Mouw's older book, 
Called to Holy Worldliness, 1980). 
Better than just another history of 
the emergence of evangelicalism, 
Mouw gives us the perspective of one 
who has lived and thought through this 
transition, and still appreciates the 
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smell of sawdust. Recommended for the 
general reader. 
Helping the Struggling Adolescent: A 
Guide to Thirty-Six Common 
Problems for Counselors, Pastors, 
and Youth Workers, by Dr. Les Parrott 
Ill Grand Rapids, MI: Zondetvan, 2000. 
597pp. $29.99 ISBN 0-310-23407-07 
Reviewed by Armand T. Ternak, 
Director of Library Services, Hope 
International University, Fullerton, CA 
Dr. Les Parrott ill is currently a 
professor of clinical psychology at 
Seattle Pacific University and co-
director of the Center for Relationship 
Development. He and his wife have 
coauthored many books on marriage 
and family relationships. 
This edition updates the previous 
edition published in 1993 by adding 
277 pages of information. It serves as a 
resource for social workers, youth 
pastors, and counselors dealing with 
adolescents. This resource covers a 
variety of subjects, such as abuse, 
anger, anxiety, depression, eating 
disorders, to name a few. Each topic 
article addresses each of the following 
questions: "What does the struggle look 
like? Why does it happen? How to 
help? When should you refer to another 
professional? Where can a counselor 
find additional resources?" A bibliog-
raphy and footnotes are included at the 
end of each article. 
The biggest change in the newer 
edition is the third section titled 
"Assessment Tools," which includes 
articles describing written tools used to 
assess potential problems, such psychologi-
cal tests, quizzes, scales, inventories, sUIVey, 
checklists, questionnaires, etc. An index and 
various appendices accompany the book 
This reference work is recom-
mended for academic institutions, 
church libraries, as well as personal 
libraries. There is nothing comparable 
on the market and the price is reason-
able. It is clearly written and easy to 
use. The articles are brief, but very 
helpful. 
so 
Homosexuality: The Use of Scientific 
Research in the Church's Moral 
Debate by Stanton L. Jones and Mark 
A. Yarhouse, Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2000. 189 pp. 
$12.99 ISBN 0-8308-1567-8. 
Reviewed by Larry C. Wild, Library 
Director, Judson College, Elgin, Illinois. 
In his endorsement of this book, 
clinical psychologist Gary R. Collins 
characterizes it as "carefully written, 
impeccably researched, biblically 
attuned, sensitive and thought-
provoking ... a masterful treatment of a 
vitally important topic." Mr. Collins' 
assessment is on the mark. The co-
authors are highly qualified psycholo-
gists and widely published authors. 
Stanton L. Jones is provost and 
professor of psychology at Wheaton 
College in Wheaton, Illinois, where he 
was chair of the psychology department 
for 12 years. Mark A. Yarhouse is a 
licensed clinical psychologist in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and 
assistant professor of psychology at 
Regent University in Virginia Beach. 
Some of the chapters in Homosexu-
ality. . . were adapted from conference 
papers or articles published by one or 
both authors (pp.9-10). The authors 
present four alternatives of the relation-
ship between science and religion: 1) 
Perspectivalism, "the view that science 
and religion are two complementary 
ways of knowing" reality. This view 
allows for no real interaction between 
science and religion; 2) Imperialism, 
"the view that science and religion are 
competing descriptions of the same 
reality, with one trying to utterly 
dominate the other"; 3) Postrnodem 
relativism "that despairs that truth even 
exists," thereby "subvert[ing] any real 
dialogue between religion and science"; 
4) Critical realism, in which one's view 
of reality is influenced by both science 
and religion: science influences what 
one believes about religion, and 
religion influences what one believes 
about empirical reality (pp.14-15). 
Jones and Yarhouse identify 
themselves as critical realists, and soon 
thereafter reveal that they are Christians 
who accept the truth and authority of 
Scripture, and the Christian church" 
traditional view of sexuality (pp.l6-21). 
As Christian proponents of critical 
realism, they make it their aim to 
carefully examine the results of the 
various scientific studies about homo-
sexuality over the past 50 years, and 
then to interact with the scientific 
findings from the perspective of 
traditional Christianity, to determine 
how those findings might influence the 
church's views on homosexuality. 
Jones and Yarhouse have done an 
outstanding job of examining the 
studies on homosexuality from the 
biological and social sciences. They 
describe each study, the methods, 
criteria, and sample groups used in the 
study, and present the findings of the 
study. The description of each study is 
clear and articulate, and the analysis is 
fair and even-handed. The result of this 
careful analysis proves quite enlightening. 
This clear, detailed analysis of 
scientific studies on homosexuality is 
one of the major strengths of this book. 
Another strength of the book other is 
the co-authors' reasoned interaction 
with the research findings and the 
church's traditional view of sexual 
morality. This interaction reaches its 
culmination in the final chapter, 
''Toward a Christian Sexual Ethic." In 
this chapter, the authors first examine 
various approaches to ethics, and then 
examine at some length the scriptural 
teaching on sexuality. Finally, they 
explicate a Christian sexual ethic, based 
on both ethics and scripture. This 
chapter could easily stand on its own 
without the rest of the book, as a highly 
cogent presentation of a Christian 
sexual ethic. In the context of the 
whole book, the chapter brings a great 
deal of clarity to the church's moral 
debate about homosexuality. The 
context in which much of the church's 
debate and much of the scientific research is 
carried out focuses on the individual's 
sexual expression and identity. 
In the end, Stan Jones and Mark 
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Yarhouse have done the church a 
tremendous service by carefully 
examining and interacting with the 
biological and social science studies on 
homosexuality. The book is highly 
recommended for all libraries. 
Dictionary of Contemporary Reli-
gion in the Western World, Christo-
pher Partridge (General Editor) and 
Douglas Groothuis (Consulting Editor). 
Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity 
Press, 2002. 390 pp. ISBN 0-8308-1436-1 
Reviewed by Frederick Sweet, 
Theological Librarian, Cornerstone 
University, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Christopher Partridge (General 
Editor) and Douglas Groothuis (Con-
sulting editor) have put together a 
useful handbook to contemporary 
religions. The Dictionary of Contempo-
rary Religion in the Western World is 
truly more of a handbook than a 
dictionary or encyclopedia, with 101 
brief articles, about 3 or 4 pages each, 
written by 61 authors. Over half of the 
authors are British, two dozen are 
American, and all are "practicing 
Christians" (4). This latter fact may 
seem to bias the book, but the editors 
assure us that while "pure neutrality is 
arguably not a possibility ... there has 
been a determined effort to avoid value 
judgments and ... misrepresentation" (4). 
The book is designed to equip the 
Christian reader to grasp and deal with 
the issues of a pluralistic age-
religious, ethical, cultural, lifestyle, and 
philosophical pluralism. "It is hoped 
that the volume will be of use to busy 
scholars seeking brief but authoritative 
discussions, students writing essays or 
dissertations, pastors desiring a greater 
understanding ... Christians engaged in 
interfaith dialogue ... " (3). The focus is 
on contemporary religion and is not 
merely a textbook on world religions 
and their origins. Indeed, this is one of 
its greatest values, as the subtitle 
indicates: "Exploring living faiths in 
postmodern contexts." It is also focused 
on Western culture. The treatment of 
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Eastern religions, for example, is placed 
in the context of its impact on Western 
society. 
Divided into two parts, the first part 
(143 pages) addresses general themes 
pertinent to most religions: fundamen-
talisms, mysticism, religion and the 
arts, religion in education, feminism, 
ethics, etc. The second part (213 pages) 
introduces a multiplicity of religions, 
new and old. It includes several 
interesting perspectives seldom 
discussed in a book on comparative 
religions; for example, sections on 
"celebrity-centric religion," "Celtic 
spirituality," and "new religions of 
African origin." In most cases the 
religion's relationship to Christianity 
(especially evangelical faith) is ex-
plored briefly. 
All in all, the Dictionary is a handy 
compendium of world religions and 
religious trends, with brief bibliogra-
phies following each section, a useful 
index, and reputable scholarship. It 
would be a welcome addition to any 
Christian library and especially 
recommended for students or Christian 
workers interested in evangelism, 
missions, interfaith dialogue, or the 
issues of pluralism in the West. 
The Next Christendom: The Coming 
of Global Christianity, by Philip Jenkins. 
New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 
2002. 270 pp. $28. ISBN 0-1951-4616-6. 
Reviewed by Robert Ellis, Library Director, 
The King's College, New York, New York 
Next Christendom excels in 
forecasting trends in global Christianity. 
The author's premise is that the future 
Church will be less European and more 
African, Asian & Latin American. He 
explains that Christian center of gravity 
has shifted south and east, unbeknownst 
to secular experts. Jenkins foresees 
growing conflict between Christianity 
and Islam, as they compete for converts 
in such places as Indonesia, Nigeria, the 
Philippines and Sudan. Tensions 
between Christian crusades and Muslim 
Jihads could even lead to civil wars. 
Another of Next Christendom's 
strengths is its analysis of Church 
history. Today, we tend to think of 
Christianity as being Western European. 
But Jenkins reminds us that the 
Church's roots are found in the East. 
Long before the Middle Ages, thriving 
Christian communities had developed 
in countries like Egypt, Syria, Armenia 
and India. Jenkins also reminds us that 
the most successful movement of the 
past one hundred years has been, not 
Communism, but Pentecostalism, 
growing from a handful in 1900 to 
several hundred million today. 
Jenkins' book is well researched, 
with extensive bibliographic notes. I 
highly recommend Next Christendom 
for all libraries, especially for those 
with collections focusing on religious 
trends or church history. 
The Nephilim Seed, by James Scott Bell. 
Nashville: Broadrnan and Holman, 2001. 
375 pp. $12.99. ISBN 0-8054-2438-5. 
Reviewed by Werner A. Lind, Assistant 
Library Director, Bluefield College, 
Bluefield, Virginia. 
Attorney and novelist Bell is a past 
recipient of the Christy Award for 
Christian fiction. However, he is 
evidently coasting on past success with 
this shallow and implausible potboiler. 
The villain here is Christian-bashing 
Dr. Bently Davis, celebrity Harvard 
biology professor and controlling 
partner in the secretive biotechnology 
firm UniGen. In this role, he has 
developed an addictive treatment, 
consisting of injections of virus-borne 
artificial genes and computer 
nanochips, which transform human 
experimental subjects into Nietzsche-
quoting sociopaths with glowing eyes. 
(How it works is left somewhat murky.) 
His opponents are professional bounty 
hunter Jed Brown, whose brother was 
killed on Davis' orders to prevent him 
from going public with vague suspi-
cions about UniGen, and Christian 
lawyer Janice Ramsey, whose ex-
husband Sam, a cohort of Davis, has 
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kidnapped their small daughter, on the 
eve of a custody hearing (subtlety not 
being UniGen's long suit), to experi-
ment on. Jed and Janice (who provide 
the romantic subplot) are pretty much 
on their own, except for an eccentric 
computer hacker acquaintance of his; 
local law enforcement agencies are 
pictured as totally inept and/or indiffer-
ent, and sometimes corrupt. 
In case any readers don't find the 
basic premise too drastic a strain on 
credibility, other challenges are 
provided. Bell also at times forgets 
details he wrote in a previous chapter 
(or previous page), creating grating 
inconsistencies (e.g., did character X 
die in a suspicious "accident," or just 
disappear?). The dialogue ranges 
between techno-babble (when Sam is 
talking to his ten-year-old) and simplis-
tic statements of elementary positions 
and arguments (when characters with 
PhDs are speaking), and the style is 
heavy with pop-culture references and 
brand-name descriptors. 
Science fiction often grapples 
intelligently with serious issues of 
human existence. Unfortunately, this 
novel doesn't. Not recommended. 
In the Shadow of the Cross: the 
Deeper Meaning of Calvary, by Ray 
Pritchard. Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 2001. 221 pp. 
$19.99. ISBN 0-8054-2341-9. 
Reviewed by Terri L. Bogan, Reference 
& Instruction Librarian, Hope Interna-
tional University, Fullerton, California. 
After studying and preaching the 
cross of Christ for many years, Dr. 
Pritchard began a personal journey to 
internalize the meaning of the cross. 
The end result of this journey is In the 
Shadow of the Cross with the central 
theme that "the cross is the very heart 
of the Christian faith" and is the "key to 
understanding the message of the 
Bible" (p. 107). 
Pritchard is a long time pastor with 
degrees in Systematic Theology and 
Psychology and coursework in evange-
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listie and advanced apologetics. 
Though the book is not meant to be a 
scholarly treatise, Dr. Pritchard's 
academic background is obvious in the 
use of scripture throughout and the 
inclusion of modest endnotes. He 
organizes the first half of the book 
around the sayings of Christ from the 
cross in order to allow the reader to get 
a sense of what the crucifixion was like 
- a real event of pain and suffering. The 
second half of the book goes deeper 
and asks questions about the meaning 
of the cross. What did the cross mean to 
God? What did it mean to Christ? What 
did it mean to Satan? Pritchard explores 
these various meanings and supports his 
thesis of the centrality of the cross of 
Christ to the Christian faith by citing 
both Old and New Testament scripture 
and providing brief word studies for 
some scripture passages. 
The addition of a "Growing Deeper" 
section at the end of each chapter guides 
the reader through a series of questions 
meant to provoke deeper thought on the 
subject and to make appropriate personal 
life applications. 
Those looking for material to use in 
personal or group devotions will 
appreciate this book. It is highly 
recommended for church libraries, 
Bible college libraries with a devotional 
collection, and personal collections. 
Wasting Time with God: A Christian 
Spirituality of Friendship with God. 
By Klaus Issler. Downers Grove, 
Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 296 
pp. ISBN 0-8308-2280-1. 
Reviewed by Lindsay Van Sicklen, 
Periodicals Librarian, Ouachita Baptist 
University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
Klaus lssler states the purpose of 
this book is to "help believers to 
respond to God's invitation to know 
Him better and sense His presence 
more deeply." Exploring how to make 
room for God in our fast-paced lives, 
lssler considers seven character traits 
and companion disciplines: friendship, 
humility, faith, commitment, communi-
cation, apprenticeship and partnership. 
This combination offers a model for a 
full-orbed Christian spirituality that will 
be of lasting value. 
Although parts of this book are 
intensely personal and practical, his 
style is quite scholarly. Issler doesn't 
simply share his heart on the matter but 
includes the thoughts of philosophers, 
historical and contemporary pastors/ 
theologians and Biblical writers. 
Indices of authors, subjects and 
scripture references are invaluable to 
the reader who wants to delve into the 
subject in greater depth. He also 
illustrates his points with an abundance 
of charts and diagrams. 
Klaus lssler is a professor of 
Christian education and theology at 
Talbot School of Theology, Biola 
University, La Mirada, California and 
adjunct faculty for the Institute for 
Spiritual Formation. His book would be 
an excellent resource for an under-
graduate course in Christian studies, a 
church library or perhaps an adult 
Sunday school class. 
Whatever Happened to the Gospel of 
Grace: Rediscovering the Doctrines 
that Shook the World, by James Mont-
gomery Boice. Wheaton: Crossway, 2001. 
224 pp. $17.99 ISBN 1-58134-237-3. 
Reviewed by Lindsay Van Sick/en, 
Periodicals Librarian, Ouachita Baptist 
University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
Boice served as the Senior Minister 
of Philadelphia's Tenth Presbyterian 
Church for thirty years as well as being 
a leading spokesman for the Reformed 
faith until his death in June 2000. This 
volume is the author's last written 
message to the evangelical community. 
It holds a prophetic call to rediscover 
the gospel of grace that meant so much 
to the Protestant Reformers. Without a 
basis, this plea would seem empty and 
hollow however his giftedness as an 
expositor makes it rich and full. 
Boice's approach is to open our 
eyes by exposing us to a culture that is 
dying in pragmatism and blindly 
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foil owing the patterns of this age. 
Against this backdrop, he lays the 
foundation via unpacking the doctrines 
of Scripture alone, Christ alone, Grace 
alone, Faith alone and Glory to God 
alone. Unbelievers, Armenians and 
even Calvinists have strayed from the 
essentials of the faith in a variety of 
ways. The final section of this book 
examines what renewal looks like as it 
relates to worship and our lives. We 
must depart from worship that has been 
cheapened and trivialized and seek 
worship that magnifies God character 
and our need to come to Him for 
forgiveness, mercy and grace. 
Although this book is very readable, 
it is also well suited to as a supplemen-
tary text for an undergraduate course. 
Lenten Reflections: A Ooser Walk, by 
Jeanne Conte. Huntington, NY: Troista 
Books, 2001. 186 pp ISBN 1-56072-737-3 
Reviewed by Rory Patterson, User 
Education Librarian, Cedarville 
University, Cedarville, Ohio. 
How much does the average patron 
know about Lent? Where would one 
turn to learn about the various Lenten 
traditions? Where could one go for a 
devotional to start celebrating Lent? 
Jeanne Conte's Lenten Reflections is an 
excellent answer to these questions. 
Conte has gone to great lengths to 
have this book serve all parts of 
Christianity. She prefaces the book 
with letters of agreement or sanction 
from leaders in several different 
Christian sects, including Roman 
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Methodist, 
Episcopal, and Lutheran. This sets the 
tone for the book itself; it celebrates the 
commonality of Jesus' suffering, death, 
and resurrection for all Christians, 
despite the various ways of celebrating 
- or not celebrating - Lent. 
Conte starts the book with a history 
of Lent and the main traditions of 
celebrating Lent, Eastern, Western, and 
Protestant. The first section - which 
includes the longest chapter at ten 
pages - is a good introduction to the 
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biblical and traditional parts of Lent, 
and gives directions on using the book 
for Lenten celebration. The second part 
continues Conte's sensitivity in its 
numbering, foiiowing both Eastern and 
Western schemes. 
The usual daily reading bas several 
verses in it and averages three pages; 
short devotional readings to start one 
thinking on the reason for Lent and 
Easter. Conte writes well for causing 
reflection. Most of the readings have 
themes, which include the fourteen 
Stations of the Cross, the Ten Com-
mandments, and Passion Week. 
The Words of Gardner Taylor, vol. 3, 
compiled by Edward L. Taylor. Valley 
Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2000. 208 pp. 
$22.00. ISBN 0-8170-1347-4. 
Reviewed by John Aloisi, Assistant 
Librarian, Detroit Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Allen Park, Michigan. 
This volume, subtitled Quintessen-
tial Classics, 1980-Present, is the third 
in a five-volume set and is primarily 
comprised of sermons by Gardner C. 
Taylor. For those unfamiliar with 
Taylor, he has been lauded by some as 
one of the greatest preachers in the 
English-speaking world. No less a 
source than TIME magazine once 
labeled him "the Dean of the nation's 
Black Preachers" (TIME, Dec. 31, 
1979, cited in Taylor, p. 6). Taylor 
delivered the address at the prayer 
service for the inauguration of William 
Jefferson Clinton in 1993, and he also 
preached the IOO'h Lyman Beecher 
Lectures at Yale University. During his 
forty-eight year ministry at Concord 
Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New York, 
Taylor saw the church grow to more 
than nine thousand members and 
established himself as one of the most 
capable exponents of the social gospel. 
Volume one of the set includes 
sermons preached by Taylor on NBC 
radio between 1959 and 1970. The 
second volume of this set contains 
sermons delivered in various settings 
during the 1970s. The present volume is 
comprised of sermons that were 
preached between 1980 and 2000. The 
sermons are devotional in nature and 
quickly grab the reader's attention. One 
can easily read through several sermons 
without experiencing a hint of boredom. 
A weakness of this volume is its lack of 
a unifying theme. The sermons appear 
to be a fairly random assortment of 
socially driven messages. Volume four 
consists of sermons preached on special 
occasions including the memorial 
service for Martin Luther King, Jr. at 
Harvard University in 1972 and 
President Clinton's inaugural prayer 
service in 1993. The final volume 
includes various lectures and essays by 
Taylor. This set is accompanied by two 
audio CDs that feature six of Taylor's 
sermons. The serious student of Taylor 
will enjoy hearing his sermons as he 
actually preached them. 
For those looking for an introduction 
to the homiletical abilities of Gardner 
Taylor, this series is a good place to start. 
However, while evangelicals may profit 
from exposure to Taylor's oratorical 
skills, they will not want to use Taylor as 
a model of sound exegetical preaching. 
Some academic libraries will probably 
want to pass over this set due to its de-
votional nature and moralistic bent. 
A Better Way: Rediscovering the Drama 
of God-Centered Worship, by Michael 
Horton. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002. 
249 pp. $19.99. ISBN 0-8010-1234-1. 
Reviewed by John Aloisi, Assistant 
Librarian, Detroit Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Allen Park, Michigan. 
Michael Horton is currently an 
associate professor of historical 
theology at Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Escondido, California. He 
edits the Modem Reformation maga-
zine and serves as president of the 
Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals. 
Horton has also either authored or 
edited more than a dozen books, most 
of which are related to reformed 
theology. 
In A Better Way, Horton takes the 
ss 
metaphor of drama or theater as a paradigm 
for exploring the meaning of worship. He 
argues that Bible doctrine is not dull; rather 
it is the script which guides and gives life to 
the drama of worship. This book consists of 
twelve chapters which are divided into an 
introduction and tlrree main sections. The 
first division of the book focuses on the role 
of preaching in worship. Horton correctly 
laments that in recent years sermons have 
often devolved into motivational talks 
driven more by popular culture than by 
Scripture. This tendency to minimize the 
Word severs the main artery of worship. 
In the second section of the book, 
Horton emphasizes the relationship of 
baptism and the Lord's Supper to worship. 
He views these two practices as sacraments 
which communicate grace to their recipients 
(p. 37). He endeavors to defend (unsuccess-
fully in the opinion of this writer) infant 
baptism as the biblical model. 
The last segment of this volume is by 
far the longest Horton discusses a variety of 
topics including eschatology and its 
relationship to worship, liturgy, worship 
styles, the Sabbath, and seeker sensitive 
methodology. He advocates an "already-not 
yet" view of the kingdom and argues 
throughout chapter eight that one's 
understanding of worship is directly related 
to his or her eschatology (p. 125). In his 
discussion of worship styles, Horton 
addresses the controversial subject of 
music(pp. 177-186).Heavoidsmaking 
many specific recommendations about 
music but concludes that, "If the purpose of 
our singing in worship .. .is to make 'the 
Word of Christ dwell in us richly,' then we 
need to be discerning enough about 
musical style to determine the most 
enduring, structurally rich, and edifying" (p. 
186). 
In recent years, Christian colleges and 
seminaries seem to have begun offering 
more courses related to the theology and 
practice of worship. This book will 
probably find its place as a textbook in 
many of these courses. Although I person-
ally disagree with Horton's view of the 
sacraments and his "already-not yet" 
eschatology, his work is insightful and 
generally quite helpful. A Better Way should 
be a part of any Christian academic library. 
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Out of Mormonism: A Woman's True 
Story, by Judy Robertson. Minneapolis, 
MN: Bethany House, 2001. 215 pp. 
$11 .99 ISBN 0764226045 
Reviewed by Robett Ellis, library Director, 
The King's College, New York, New York. 
Why do people get drawn into 
Mormonism? What are the secret 
temple ceremonies? What is it like to 
leave Mormonism? Robertson covers 
these topics and more in her easy-to-
read narrative account of her family's 
spiritual journey into and out of 
Mormonism. 
Out of Mormonism is organized into 
four main parts. In Part 1, the author dis-
cusses the attractive features of Mormon-
ism. In Part 2, she talks about life as a 
Mormon woman, describing her feelings of 
loneliness and depression, and explaining the 
bizarre temple rituals. 
Robinson reveals in Part 3 how God be-
gan to open her eyes to Mormonism's doctri-
nal errors. Key eye-opening bible passages 
were Paul's instructions on avoiding genealo-
gies in 1 Timothy 1:4andTitus3:9.Robertson 
shares gripping accounts of confrontations 
with Mormon friends, the burning of family 
religious books and paraphernalia, finding a 
healthy church, and watching two of her chil-
dren make decisions for Jesus. Part 4 covers 
the beginning of her ministry to ex-Mormons, 
along with her husband. 
Out of Mormonism concludes with an 
epilogue, four appendices, a glossary and 
endnotes. The epilogue briefly highlights the 
time period from the end of the book (fall of 
1986) till the spring of200 1. The four appen-
dices cover such topics as: the marks of a cult, 
the perseverance necessary to leave Mormon-
ism (letting go, removing one's name from 
membership rolls, fmding a Bible based 
church), what Jesus has done for us, and the 
importance of joining a support group. The 
glossary is a helpful list of Mormon terminol-
ogy. Included in the endnotes are other sug-
gested books to read. The only recommenda-
tion I have is that the author should list more 
resources for interested readers, specifically 
videos and web sites. 
Robinson's quick reading book kept 
me on the edge of my seat. Perhaps 
someone will turn it into a thrilling movie! 
Out of Mormonism would be a great 
selection for public libraries, church 
libraries and undergraduate libraries, 
especially those with religious studies or 
women's studies collections. 
Seeing God in the Ordinary: A Theology 
of the Everyday, by Michael Frost 
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 
2000. 203 pp $12.95. ISBNl-56563-514-0. 
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference 
Librarian & Team Leader for Public 
Services, Union University, Jackson, TN. 
Under the title Eyes Wuie Open, this 
book won the Christian Book of the Year 
award in Australia in 1999. Frost's easily 
readable work attacks the concept popular 
in some Christian circles that one can 
separate the sacred from the secular. The 
everyday experiences of life-doing the 
laundry, bathing the children, driving to 
work-are not worldly but "religiously 
neutral experiences" (13) unless we as 
Christians look up to heaven to call down 
God's blessing. He calls this a ''Christ-
above-culture" framework that undermines 
the power of the gospel message and the 
incarnation of Christ ( 19). 
Frost instead sees God "making a pass 
at us" in everything (22). To see God at 
work, we have to focus on creation and on 
the incarnation. Frost argues that God 
doesn't end evil and strife in this world 
because He wants us to "become partners in 
creating love" with Him and thus give us 
dignity (24). If we can remember that Jesus 
is the incarnate Son of God and ask, ''What 
would Jesus do?", this will keep us from 
indulging in the tawdry. We need to open 
our eyes and look around, seeing God in the 
mundane, the everyday. In short, we need 
to regain a sense of wonder, of astonish-
ment, and see the world afresh through the 
eyes of child, seeing God in all. 
Frost's work has something to offer to 
both the devotional reader and the theolo-
gian, for he is dealing with a view of God, a 
theology, which differs from what most 
evangelicals have been taught His writing is 
refreshing, though convicting and uncom-
fortable at times the way the Holy Spirit 
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convicts us during a rich sermon. 
Recommended for all Bible colleges and 
theology collections. 
Raising Your Child to Love God: 
What the Bible Teaches About 
Parenting, by Andrew Murray. 
Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2001. 
Rev. ed. ofHowto Raise Your Children 
for Christ, published in 1975. 272pp. 
$11.99.ISBN0-7642-2462-X 
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference 
librarian and Team Leader for Public 
Services, Union University, Jackson, IN. 
First published in 1887 as The 
Children for Christ, this book has been 
revised and edited to make it readable 
for today's parents. There are 52 
chapters, one for each week of the year, 
and each only about four pages long. 
Each chapter is prefaced with a passage 
of Scripture (half from the Old Testa-
ment, half from the New), followed by 
an application of that passage to 
parenting. Murray includes passages 
you would expect to see ("train up a 
child" from Proverbs, "bring them up in 
the training and instruction of the Lord" 
from Ephesians) but also uses ones 
which are initially less obviously 
applicable, but hold up to Murray's 
scrutiny (the official's sick son in John 
4, "my salvation through all genera-
tions" in Isaiah 51, "each man is to take 
a lamb for his family" in Exodus 12). 
Each chapter ends with a beautifully 
phrased "Prayer of Consecration." 
This book could be used in a variety 
of ways. It would make an excellent 
devotional for parents to use together as 
they seek God's will and wisdom in 
guiding their children. It provides much-
needed support to single parents as well. 
Additionally, because the entries are so 
grounded in Scripture, it would be a useful 
resource for the student researching Biblical 
parenting. Andrew Murray was not only a 
preacher and missionary in South Africa, 
and a prolific writer of over 200 books 
(many of which are still classics), he also 
was the father of eight children. 
The Ch;:{S€nJbibrarian, 46(1) 2003 
HowtoSaveMoney Every Day, by Ellie 
Kay. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2001. 
220pp.$10.99.ISBN0-7642-2446-8. 
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference 
librarian and Team Leader for Public 
Services, Union University, Jackson, TN. 
Ellie Kay follows up her successful 
Shop, Save, and Share (1998) with this 
great book of ideas on saving money every 
day. Chatty and conversational, Kay's book 
begs to be enjoyed with a cup of gourmet 
coffee (free with the manufacturer's coupon 
and store discount, of course) in a cozy 
chair (free from your grandmother, 
recovered with fabric bought at $4 a yard). 
The first section details ways to save 
money at home. Kay covers furniture and 
appliance purchasing, how to save on baby 
items, and how to have gardens which yield 
much but cost little (in money, effort, 
and space). There is also a chapter on 
teaching your children how to handle 
money, which Kay has developed and 
expanded into a new book, Money 
Doesn't Grow on Trees (2002). 
The middle portion of the book is 
focused on the neighborhood. This section 
is chock-full of ideas on using coupons 
(covered at length in Shop, Save, and 
Share) at the grocery store, resisting impulse 
buying, using food co-ops, and locating 
inexpensive (or free) entertainment and 
travel opportunities. The best chapter in this 
section, 'The Ghosts of Christmas Past," 
gives inexpensive ideas on celebrating a 
variety of holidays throughout the year 
without giving into materialism. 
"How to Save Money in the World" is 
the final section of the book It includes a 
terrific chapter on using the benefits of the 
Internet while warning of its pitfalls. 
Chapters on moving a household, paying 
off debt, funding education, and supporting 
charities round out the book. 
Ellie Kay is the founder of Shop, Save, 
and Share Seminars. All of her books can 
be read front-to-back, and enjoyed for their 
humor and real-life experiences, or used as 
a ready reference tool for the busy adult. 
Her books are an excellent addition to any 
browsing, finance, or parenting section in 
any library. While the Christian aspect is 
there, it's not enough to deter the secular 
reader, so this is appropriate for public 
libraries as well. 
Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways 
to Help People Experience the Good 
News, by Rick Richardson. Downers 
Grove, IT.,: lnterVarsity Press, 2000. 192 pp. 
$11.00 ISBN 0-8308-2276-3. 
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference 
librarian and Team Leader for Public 
Services, Union University, Jackson, TN. 
Rick Richardson is the national field 
director of evangelism for Inter Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. He frankly shares his 
own struggles with wanting to see pre-
Christians (his tenn for unbelievers) enter a 
dynamic relationship with Christ, yet not 
seeing enough fruit from his own attempts 
at evangelism. Early on in the book, 
Richardson reveals that he has had a 
revolution in the way he conducts evange-
lism, and the purpose of this book is to 
reveal that new vision. 
He begins by identifying the boxes-
theology, worship, liturgical services, long-
winded preachers, strategies, self-percep-
tions-which worlc against our whole-
hearted passion for sinners. Then he looks at 
the questions asked today by pre-Christians 
and gives some ways of addressing those 
questions. He examines teamwork and 
prayer, radical witnessing and friendships, 
assessing felt needs of pre-Christians and 
drawing them into the community before 
they make a profession of faith. 
An afterward for pastors and leaders of 
churches and ministries give counsel on 
implementing the strategies for larger 
groups, but the ideas in the book can be 
used by individuals. There are six appendi-
ces, including "Leading a GIG (Group 
Investigating God)" and "A Sample Seeker 
Retreat''. There are discussion questions at 
the end of each chapter to help small groups 
or ministry teams take the ideas in each 
chapter further and determine ways to "get 
outside their boxes". Richardson's enthusi-
asm is contagious, and his refusal to give up 
encouraging. A beneficial book for all 
collections where evangelism and personal 
witness have a place. * 
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